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Source: Criminal activity among three possible causes
of West explosion
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TODD J. GILLMAN

TODD J. GILLMAN The Dallas Morning News
Staff Writer
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Related

·        Interactive map: Ammonium nitrate storage facilities in Texas

·        Complete coverage of the West explosion, recovery

·        Important safeguards missing from West Fertilizer Co.

·        Editorial: West explosion shows need for tighter standards

WASHINGTON - Investigators trying to determine the cause of the deadly blast at a
fertilizer plant in West, Texas, have not ruled out criminal activity. Nor have they
settled on a cause, according to a government official familiar with the findings,
scheduled for release Thursday afternoon.

The investigation has identified three possible sources of ignition: a golf cart that
apparently had been subject to a recall, a secondary electrical system, or an
intentional, criminal act.

Investigators will rule the cause as "undetermined," for now, the government official
said.

mailto:/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=BD999F187BF84EDF95959450A788E150-PHILLIPS, PAM
mailto:webster.susan@epa.gov
http://www.dallasnews.com/news/local-news/20130503-interactive-map-ammonium-nitrate-storage-facilities-in-texas.ece
http://www.dallasnews.com/news/west-explosion/
http://www.dallasnews.com/news/west-explosion/headlines/20130511-important-safeguards-missing-from-west-fertilizer-co..ece
http://www.dallasnews.com/opinion/editorials/20130513-editorial-west-explosion-shows-need-for-tighter-standards.ece


"If it's the first two" - that is, a spark from the golf cart or the electrical system - "they
don't think they'll ever be able to confirm it, due to the damage," the official said.
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